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In this fat volume not one line is accorded to the once-brash apostles of
so-called proletarian literature, Not one line! The Russian school child
of to-day does not know of the existence of these once-loud persecutors of
truth and integrity in art. Of the five hundred and eighty pages of literary
selections, four hundred and seventy-nine are allotted to pre-revolutionary
writers and Gorki, who had done his most distinguished work in pre-
revolutionary times. Only ninety-one pages are accorded to Soviet writers.
Only those of talent somewhat comparable to the literary masters of pre-
revolutionary times are included, and they are Mikhail Sholokhov and
Alexey Tolstoy. The poet Mayakovosky is also included, as are short
excerpts from the writings of four men of non-Russian nationality. Read-
ing a book like this, nurtured on the very best writings in the Russian
language, the Russian youth of to-day can only be outraged by the behaviour
of the student in Romanov's " Without Flowers," as much so as was the
girl who was the victim of his physiological coarseness.